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How could I do such a wicked thing, and sin against God?
 
6 So he (Potiphar) left in Joseph’s care everything he had; with Joseph in charge, he did not concern himself with anything except the food he ate.  Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, 7 and after a while his master’s wife took notice of Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!” 8 But he refused. “With me in charge,” he told her, “my master does not concern himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care.  9 No one is greater in this house than I am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?”  10 And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her.  11 One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the household servants was inside.  12 She caught him by his cloak and said, “Come to bed with me!” But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house. 
 
The battle is on!  Britney Spears and ex-hubby Kevin Federline are dueling in court for custody of their two children.  This week the tarnished pop princess fired one attorney and hired another after the judge ruled that she would have to submit to twice-weekly drug and alcohol testing in order to keep joint custody of her two sons.  The judge also ordered both Spears and Federline to undergo co-parenting counseling and to refrain from badmouthing each other in public and within earshot of one-year-old Jayden James and two-year-old Sean Preston.  Both parents were told to refrain from alcohol or nonprescription drug use within 12 hours of caring for their children and forbidden from using corporal punishment to discipline the boys.  Spears must also undergo court-ordered individual counseling and meet with a parenting coach for a total of eight hours a week to address child-care issues. 
 
The good Lord never intended marriage to be this way.  When the Lord first brought Adam and Eve together in holy matrimony, he never had to submit them to mandatory drug testing or to tell them to refrain from badmouthing each other.  They had a perfect relationship.  Eve understood her role as Adam’s helper.  Adam understood his role as the leader of the house and treated Eve with perfect care and respect.  That perfect marriage relationship was ruined when our first parents train-wrecked their perfect relationship with their LORD.  No longer would Eve or any woman accept her role as the husband’s helper with perfect obedience.  No longer would Adam or any man carry out his responsibility as the head of the house with perfect gentleness and self-sacrificing love for his wife.  Although our relationships today are tainted with sin, the Lord still provides wonderful blessings through marriage; the gift of children, sex and companionship.  The Lord’s principles that he established in the Garden of Eden are still valid today; one man, one woman, bonded to each other for life.  
 
In our story this morning, Joseph was aware of the sanctity of marriage that the LORD instituted in the beginning.  If you recall from last week’s sermon, Joseph was sold by his brothers and taken to Egypt by slave traders.  A man named Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh’s guard, acquired Joseph and put him to work in his house.  The LORD blessed Joseph and he succeeded in everything that he did.  Potiphar trusted Joseph so much that he put him in charge of his entire household.  Not only was Joseph successful, but Potiphar’s wife noticed that he was well-built and a handsome young man.  And she looked at him with longing eyes of desire.  Potiphar’s wife prodded Joseph everyday to sleep with her.  Every time Joseph refused.  He even removed himself from situations that would place him with her.  Finally he told her, “How could I do this great evil – then I would have sinned against God!” (literal translation from the original Hebrew text)  Joseph recognized that not only would he be violating the marriage of his master, but more importantly, he would be guilty of sinning against God and the rules God had established for marriage.  But Potiphar’s wife would not listen.  She continued to let her passionate lust drive her, until one day she even grabbed Joseph by his coat.  But Joseph ran away.  Joseph knew that Sermon Series on Luther’s Catechism: 10 Commandments
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I’m sure that none of you have another man or woman pulling on your shirt trying to drag you away to sin against this commandment.  But there are plenty of other things in this sinful world to entice you to sin, whether you are single or married.  And your sinful nature is more than willingly to give in and not run away.  Too many television shows make a mockery of marriage and portray extra-marital affairs and pre-marital sex as fun and exciting.  There is no shortage of adult magazines, adult book stores and strip clubs.  But now you don’t even have to sneak away in secrecy to these businesses, you can bring pornography into the privacy of your own home with the internet and satellite and cable television, so no one knows.  It can even be something as subtle as the annual Sports Illustrated swimsuit issue.  All of these pleasures that the world offers can drag you away and lead you to lust and impure thoughts, which condemn us as much as committing a sexual act.  Jesus himself said, “You have heard it said, ‘Do not commit adultery.”  But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”  (Matt 5:27, 28)   And it’s not just men that are guilty of looking and thinking impure thoughts, but also women, as we heard in this story about Joseph and his master’s wife.  
 
The world invents new ways to tug at your heart with temptation.  There are chat rooms on the internet that invite gross sexual conversation.  There is even an internet site that allows you to live an alternate cyber-life.  You create your own persona, have a job, go grocery shopping, buy homes and cars and can even get married and have children, all in this alternate cyber-life.  On the news last week a woman just found out that her husband was spending 12 hours a day on-line with this alternate life.  He was married and even had children.  Do you think that caused some setbacks in their marriage?  
 
Sometimes it is your own sinful nature that tugs at your heartstrings and tempts you to disobey God’s rules for marriage.  Maybe you, as a husband, are harsh with your wife.  Maybe you do not respect her and treat her with love, as God demands.  Maybe, as a wife you do not recognize your role as your husband’s helper and companion.  Maybe you do not live a servant’s attitude in your marriage.   Perhaps as husband and wife you resent each other and fight and argue about trivial things and hold grudges and bring up past faults.  These attitudes and actions also violate God’s rules for marriage. 
 
Maybe you are single, widowed or divorced.  The world says that sex between a man and woman who are not married is ok, because, after all, you are consenting adults and perhaps you love each other.  But that is the trap too many fall into.  Sadly, this is no longer a problem that continually pressures teenagers and young adults, but even the elderly.  Too many single people in this world do not recognize that sex is a gift which God has reserved for marriage.  In Hebrews 13:4 God says, “Marriage should be honored by all and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.”   There are a whole host of other sins we did not even talk about that the Lord condemns; homosexuality, adultery, couples living together who are not married, coarse joking about sex, emotional adultery and so on.  
 
There are a whole host of ways you and I sin against this commandment.  Not only do we sin against others, but more importantly, we sin against God, as Joseph said, “How can I do this wicked thing and sin against God?”   Too many times we have stepped over a line he has told us not to cross.  When we are confronted with our sin, we will repent.  We will make an effort to curb those sinful desires.  But if you and I do not curb our sinful sexual desires and thoughts and actions, we will ruin our souls.  We are in danger of hell if we do not keep our thoughts and actions and words in check.  The apostle Paul says to the congregation in Thessalonica, “It is God’s will that you should be sanctified; that you should avoid sexual immorality; that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable, not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God.  The Lord will punish for all such sins.  For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life.”  (1Thes 4:3-7)  
 
In God’s Word the Holy Spirit frequently calls the Church (that is all believers), his holy bride.  When we look at how we have failed to obey this commandment, we stand before Jesus, our heavenly groom, with our dress dirtied, torn and tattered, our skin bruised and battered.  Through the words of the prophet Hosea, the LORD offers words of comfort and forgiveness, “In that day,” declares the LORD, “you will call me ‘my husband.’  I will betroth you to me forever; I will betroth you in righteousness and justice, in love and compassion.  I will betroth you in faithfulness, and you will acknowledge the LORD.”  (Hosea 2:16,19,20)  we are the unfaithful bride, Jesus says that he will be the faithful husband.  A faithful husband provides for his wife and always looks after her and places her needs before his.  Your needs as Christ’s bride are forgiveness of sin and eternal life.  Christ has completely taken care of those needs.  Lord Jesus takes you, dirtied by your sin, and makes you his bride.  He does this in love and compassion.  He feels sorry for you because of your sinful condition.  
 
The apostle Paul explains with beautify imagery what the Heavenly Groom has done for his bride in Ephesians 5:25-27, “Christ loved the Church (i.e. all believers) and gave himself up for her, to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the Word, and to present her to himself as a radiant Church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.”  What a beautiful thing for our bridegroom to do for us!  He washed your dirty dresses, soiled with sin.  He removed the stains of your guilt and shame which you feel because of your sins against God’s gift of marriage.  He uses the amazing power of his holy Word connected to the waters of baptism.  At your baptism the Holy Spirit cleansed you clean inside and out.  The Holy Spirit accomplishes this at your baptism by applying Christ’s sin-free life to you.  The writer to the Hebrews said, “We have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are, yet was without sin.” (Heb 4:15)   That one without sin is Jesus.  The Holy Spirit takes that perfect life of Christ and covers you, as if being covered with the robe of Christ’s righteousness.  Bu this robe does not simply cover over the sins, it completely removes them, inside and out.  So now as you stand before your heavenly bridegroom you are a radiant bride, holy and pure, full of righteousness.   
 
Just as a new bride wants to please her husband, so also as Christ’s bride we want to please him, to do what he says.  In this 6th commandment he tells you how you will live as his forgiven bride.  He gives you the example of Joseph in his Holy Word.  Like Joseph, you will run away from temptation.  Here are some ways to do that.  If you struggle with temptations on the internet, put your computer in a room in the house where it is plain for everyone to see, so that you are not tempted to take your web browser to places you ought not to.  Reset your internet security settings.  Don’t go to those internet chat rooms just to “check it out.”  If you give the devil an inch, he’ll come in the door.  Put a block on your cable or satellite television that prohibits the use of adult only programs.  As a husband and wife, communicate, talk to each other.  Share your feelings.  Study God’s Word together as a couple.  Pray together.  Love and honor each other.  As a single person, study God’s Word.  Pray that the Lord would keep you from these temptations.  Whether you are married or single, don’t put yourself in a situation that could lead to sexual impropriety.  Run away from temptation.  Ask the Lord to help you remember Joseph’s words, “How could I do such a wicked thing, and sin against God?”  
 
As much as the world idolizes movie stars and rock stars, they do not set the best examples for marriage.  But amidst all the darkness we have a shining moment of Christian living in Joseph.  We have the shining light of Christ who has made us his holy bride.  May the Holy Spirit now strengthen you to run away from temptation and to say, “How can I do such wicked thing, and sin against God?”  God grant it for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.     
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